From the broadcasts so far one thing is clear; this is going to be a noisy trip! So, armed with my ear plugs to combat the vuvuzelas, I checked in at Heathrow terminal five. Before long, my hour-long delay had elapsed and I boarded my flight, ushered in by a brightly dressed cabin crew, all wearing yellow Bafana Bafana team shirts and wide smiles. Cape Town here I come . . . Football in South Africa, tourism and the 'African Renaissance' Roche (1994: 1) notes that 'Mega-events are short term events with long term consequences for the cities that stage them.' Without doubt, the FIFA World Cup 2010 held in South Africa was a global 'mega-event'. Desai and Vahed (2010) note that, alongside the Olympics, the FIFA World Cup is the most prized international sporting mega-event, which demands the highest interest from around the globe and is watched by millions of viewers on television across a diverse group of nations. In the 21st century, the magnitude and worldwide appeal of the FIFA World Cup meant that not only would the host cities of World Cup matches be affected, but the impact upon the nation of South Africa as a whole would be significant, economically, culturally and politically. Cornelissen and Swart (2006: 108) note that Sport mega-events are complex affairs which originate from specific sets of economic objectives but which have political and social corollaries that usually extend far beyond the event itself. Sport mega-events are generally initiated and driven by cadres of societal (i.e., political and corporate) elites and are aimed at satisfying developmental goals or ambitions around projection, competitiveness or growth targets.
In planning, implementation and execution of events, however, cultural, social and other imprints are left that can have enduring impacts on the society. (italics added)
The ambition of this chapter is to critically examine the cultural and social imprints made by the World Cup upon a football tourist (me), during my fortnight in South Africa in June 2010. In this chapter I use extracts from my World Cup diary to consider the varying narratives that I was exposed to during my trip, which framed my understanding of contemporary South African society upon my return. I also consider how these experiences contributed to the formulation and solidification of certain 'truths' about South African society in contemporary times that I, as a tourist, would export. In doing so I aim to show how my re-storying of these narratives may potentially impact the views and opinions of others who have never even been to South Africa. As Satour (1995: 3) notes, 'Personal experience and word-of-mouth communication have been shown to be the most important factors influencing a tourist's decision to visit South Africa.'
